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Samantha Beaumont (Dane County Public Safety Communications (911) Communicator) graduated in May 2013 with a 
Bachelor's in Human Development and Family Studies with a certificate in Criminal Justice. She has lots of experience 
working with children as well as an internship at the Public Defender's Office working with individuals with criminal 
records. Her internship helped prepare her for a field in public safety. In September 2013 she started as a 
Telecommunicator for Dane County 911 Communications. 

Lindsey Beischel (Dane County Department of Human Services, Ongoing Child Protective Services Social Worker) has a 
Bachelors Degree in Social Work from Winona State University and a certificate from the National Child Protection 
Training Center in Winona, MN. She also has a Masters Degree from UW-Madison in Social Work/Child Welfare. She was 
a IV-E student in graduate school and interned at LaCrosse County Human Services and Safe Harbor Child Advocacy 
Center. Lindsey started her career in Milwaukee at Children’s Service Society as a foster placement specialist and 
currently works in Ongoing Child Protective Services in Dane County. She has been at Dane County for 5 years. In her 
current position, she works with families to remedy conditions in their home which led to the children being unsafe. 
Lindsey attends court regularly and updates the Judge on case progress, as well as writes court orders and proposals for 
children’s placements and permanency.  She also works with inter-disciplinary teams in the community to get families 
the help they need. Lindsey worked previously as a group home counselor and a crisis advocate at a domestic violence 
shelter. She has worked with orphans in different areas of Ukraine as well as in Haiti after the earthquake. 

Peter Bennett (City of Madison Police Department, Police Officer) graduated from UW-Madison with degrees in Legal 
Studies and Psychology, as well as a certificate in Criminal Justice in 2007. He has been employed by the City of Madison 
Police Department as a police officer since 2013 and is currently assigned to the city’s North District. Prior to working for 
MPD, Peter was the Legal Program Coordinator at DAIS where he worked with victims of domestic violence.  Peter has 
worked in other various capacities within the criminal justice and social services systems, including with adjudicated 
youth at the Youth Restitution Program, with at-risk and runaway youth and their families at Briarpatch, and with 
incarcerated adult males in the Wisconsin State Prison system where he assisted with research on psychopathy for Dr. 
Joseph Newman’s lab at the UW-Madison Psychology Department.  He also completed a summer internship on a 
forensic psychiatric ward at Mendota Mental Health Institute. 

Alexandra Bentzen (Claims Specialist with the Crime Victim Compensation Program – WI DOJ) graduated from UW-
Madison in 2011 with degrees in social work and legal studies as well as a certificate in criminal justice. In 2014, Alex 
earned her JD with a concentration in family law. During law school Alex interned with the Family Law Project, 
representing incarcerated clients in family law cases, and also with the Madison Police Department and Dane County 
District Attorney’s Office, examining the scope of child sex trafficking in Dane County. She also served as coordinator of 
the law school’s Pro Bono Program during her 3L year. Currently Alex works as a claims specialist with the Crime Victim 
Compensation Program, helping victims pay for crime related expenses not covered by other sources. 

Patricia Coffey, Ph.D.: (Forensic Psychologist; UW-Madison Psych Department Faculty Associate). I have 
undergraduate degrees in Psychology and Ibero-American Studies from the UW-Madison.  I worked providing domestic 
violence and sexual assault services in Michigan prior to starting graduate studies at the University of Vermont.  I have a 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from UVM.  I returned to Madison in 1993 to complete a pre-doctoral internship at Mendota 
Mental Health Institute. I have been in private practice in Madison since 1994 proving treatment and evaluation 
services.  In addition to private practice, I also worked for Mendota Mental Health Institute on a half-time basis for 9 
years working on the adolescent units and then in the Chapter 980 evaluation unit. I left MMHI in 2004 and maintained 
a full-time forensic psychology private practice until the fall of 2014.  I am currently working full time in the UW-Psych 
Department teaching The Criminal Mind: A Forensic and Psychobiological Perspective, Introductory Psychology, and 
Service Learning courses.  In addition, I train and supervise a Ph.D. student conducting juvenile court evaluations in Dane 
County.  I enjoy working with students considering careers in criminal justice and I am interested in facilitating a 



scientific understanding of the field with an emphasis on considering the practical implications of this scientific 
knowledge.  

Amy Collins (Senior Associate Attorney at Stafford Rosenbaum LLP, www.staffordlaw.com) is a 2012 graduate of UW 
Law School. She is a second year associate at Stafford Rosenbaum LLP specializing in family law, estate planning and 
LGBT legal issues. She is also on the board of the Legal Association for Women and volunteers pro bono services for the 
Domestic Abuse Intervention Service.  

Justin Dreikosen (2nd year UW-Madison Law School student) is currently a second year law student at University of 
Wisconsin Law School and former graduate of the Criminal Justice Certificate program (2013).  At law school, he is on 
Moot Court, Wisconsin International Law Journal, and serves as a Student Ambassador for the school. Last summer, 
Justin worked in the Family Law Project of the law school's Remington Center, where he assisted prison inmates with 
their various family law matters. This summer, he will be working at the U.S. Department of Justice in Chicago as a legal 
intern for their criminal anti-trust division.  

Kate Elvidge (Department of Corrections, Division of Juvenile Corrections, Regional Chief). Kate’s background is in 
prevention and aftercare supervision for youth in the juvenile justice system.  Kate joined the Division of Juvenile 
Corrections in 2003 and has specialized in reentry, community safety and community supervision throughout the 
state. She joined the Division of Juvenile Corrections as the Director of the Going Home Project (Reentry Project).  She 
has also worked with the Division as a Corrections Field Supervisor. Kate also worked in the Division of Community 
Corrections as a Corrections Field Supervisor for the Day Report Center.  In this position, she managed the Evidence 
Based Treatment Programs for Adults on either probation or parole.  In February of 2013, she was appointed as the 
Regional Chief with the Division of Juvenile Corrections, overseeing field operations throughout the Northwest Region of 
the State.  Prior to her state service, Kate spent twelve years working with at risk youth and their families in both the 
private sector as well as within the county.  Kate has worked in a variety of settings from Group Home, Residential Care 
Center, Department of Social Services, County Justice Systems Coordinator and the County Sheriff’s Department as a 
Reserve Officer.  Kate is committed to partnering with local entities throughout the state to better serve the youth, 
families and the community. 

Angela Fischer (Department of Corrections, Division of Community Corrections, Probation & Parole Agent) graduated 
from UW-Madison in December 2002 with BA degrees in Behavioral Science & Law (now Legal Studies) and Political 
Science. In January 2003, Angela began her career as an probation & parole agent in Kenosha, WI and over the past 12 
years has developed a diverse background working with individuals on probation, parole and/or extended supervision 
within the community as well as within secure settings. Angela has a wealth of experience working with individuals 
involved in criminal justice treatment programs in southern Wisconsin. Her most recent experience was her role as a 
liaison agent for the Dane County OWI Treatment Court. In January 2015, Angela transferred to a neighborhood agent 
position in Madison, WI. She developed a passion for this model of supervision while working in Beloit, WI with high-risk 
clients in a neighborhood that was in a perpetual crisis. Angela most enjoys working collaboratively with 
multidisciplinary teams of community stakeholders and law enforcement agencies to enhance community safety while 
helping provide opportunities to clients to address their criminogenic needs. In addition to her daily roles as an agent, 
Angela serves as a mentor for student interns and conducts trainings for new agents focused on specialty supervision.   

Mike Hall (Director of Student Life, UW Law School, law.wisc.edu) has been on the University of Wisconsin Law School 
staff since 2004. Originally from Great Falls, Montana, he has a B.A. in Political Science from Montana State University, 
an M.A. in English from St. Cloud State University, and a J.D. from the University of Wisconsin Law School. While in law 
school, Mike served as President of the Student Bar Association, and for two years he was co-producer of Stuart’s Law 
Revue, the law school's comedy variety show. He also was the law school's organizer for the Dean's Cup, the annual 
month-long multi-event competition between the UW Law School and Medical School, whose proceeds all go to 
charitable causes. 

Shari Kaczmarski (Deputy,  Dane County Sheriff’s Office) graduated from UW-Stevens Point in 2002 with a Bachelor’s 
degree in Interior Architecture.  After working in the design field for several years, she decided she wanted something 
more.  She had an increasing interest in public safety from her exposure to the field through her husband and many 



friends in the field, and developed a strong desire to serve her community.  She attended the law enforcement academy 
in Fall 2009, and joined the Dane County Sheriff’s Office in June 2010.  Until December 2014, Shari worked in the 
Security Services  Division.  In December 2014 she was selected for the full-time recruiter position.  In that position, in 
addition to recruiting quality candidates to join Team Dane, Shari also coordinates the internship and mentoring 
programs.  While in Security Services, she also served as a jail training officer and mentor. 

Josh Mayers (FBI special agent, Madison Resident Agency, www.fbi.gov) has a BS in Criminal Justice from John Jay 
College of Criminal Justice in NYC, and a JD from Kent College of Law in Chicago. Prior to joining the FBI he was a Police 
Officer in NYC for 6 years.  He entered on duty with the FBI in August 1991 and after training he spent the first 8 years 
assigned to the Washington Field Office in WDC assigned primarily to a Terrorism squad working overseas bombing 
cases, which included numerous overseas deployments including Saudi Arabia in 1996 in the Khobar Towers 
investigation and in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998 in the East Africa Embassy case. In 1999, he transferred to the Madison 
Resident Agency of the Milwaukee Division where he has worked violent crime, gangs, drugs and bank robbery 
investigations primarily. He has been on two FBI SWAT teams for over 14 years, and is also a Hostage Negotiator and 
Firearms Instructor. 

Robert Nagel (Law Offices of Robert Nagel) has over 25 years experience as an attorney, campaign consultant, and 
policy analyst. Among his many successes are owning and managing his own law firm, where he primarily practices 
criminal defense. His other active practice areas are family law and work on behalf of small businesses. Formerly, he 
managed SenatorTammy Baldwin's first campaign for the Wisconsin State Assembly. He has also worked for TechLaw, 
Institute for Local Self-Reliance, Common Cause, and on the staff of U.S. Senator Tom Harkin. He has been a fellow at 
the LaFollette Institute of Public Affairs. He earned his law degree from the University of Wisconsin. His undergraduate 
degree is from the University of Illinois, where he studied economics, government, and natural resources. He is known 
for his ability to apply a broad base of experience to formulating effective results. 

Edjron Pearson (Dane County Juvenile Detention Facility Superintendent) I am the Superintendent of the Dane County 
Juvenile Detention Center, which is part of the Dane County Juvenile Court Program.  I obtained my B.A. in 
Organizational Communication and Social Influence with a minor in Criminal Justice from Southeast Missouri State 
University in 1995.  While in college, I worked with Mental Health youth at Cottonwood Residential Treatment Center 
until my graduation.   I then took a position with the Missouri Division of Youth Services as a Youth Specialist and was 
promoted to Youth Group Leader (Supervisor) for a new facility.  After 2 years I was promoted to Facility Manager of the 
Girardot Center for Youth and Families, located in Cape Girardeau, MO.  In 2005, I moved to Janesville, WI and took a 
position as Superintendent at the Rock County Juvenile Detention Center.  After 8 years, in 2013,  I moved to Madison, 
WI and took my current position as Superintendent of the Dane County Juvenile Detention Center.  I have 21 years of 
experience work with Juveniles in the Criminal Justice system. 

Micha Schwab (2nd year Law School Student) graduated from UW-Madison in May 2013 and is currently finishing her 
second year of Law School here at UW. She majored in Legal Studies, Political Science, and received a certificate in 
Criminal Justice. During undergrad, she lived abroad in South Africa and interned at a Refugee Center. Upon returning, 
she interned at the US Probation and Pretrial Services for the Western District of Wisconsin. After graduating from UW-
Madison, she went straight on to law school at Wisconsin Law School, where she has continued to focus on criminal law. 
Since May, she has worked in the Restorative Justice Project, where she works with victims of serious offenses who want 
to meet or speak with the offender of the crime. She is also an intern at the Federal Defender Services for the Western 
District of Wisconsin. This summer, she will be at the Milwaukee District Attorney's Office in the Domestic Violence Unit. 
Micha is also the Executive Director for the Wisconsin District Attorney's Association, a Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) volunteer, and on the UW Law School Mock Trial Team.  
 
Patrick Sheehan (Director of Workforce Relations, UW-Madison, www.ohr.wisc.edu) is the Director of Workforce 
Relations at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Patrick is responsible for performing professional workforce relations 
activities for over 35,000 faculty, classified staff, academic staff, graduate assistants, and limited appointees at the 
University of Wisconsin - Madison. This includes performing workplace investigations, addressing workplace 
discrimination and harassment, and consulting regarding disciplinary actions and dismissals. Patrick ensures compliance 
with University policies, as well as federal, state and local laws. Patrick has an undergraduate degree in Philosophy from 



Santa Clara University as well as both a JD and MBA from Willamette University specializing in Employment Law and 
Human Resources Management. 

Rick Spoentgen (UW Madison police officer and 3rd year law student) graduated from UW - Madison in 2008 with a 
B.S. in Psychology and a certificate in Criminal Justice. He was hired by the UW - Madison Police Department in October 
2008 as a security officer, promoting to police officer in February of 2010. Rick is a police training officer currently 
assigned to 2nd shift patrol, the motor unit, and is a liaison officer for the Chadbourne Residential College. He oversees 
the UWPD's banned persons database and graffiti task force and is also currently enrolled as a part-time student at the 
UW Law School. 

Mitch Turner (Probation/Parole Agent, Department of Corrections, Division of Community Corrections) is currently an 
agent on POR (Point of Release), a high-risk unit supervising offenders who were just released from prison. He has a high 
concentration of mental health cases. For over 10 years, he supervised a mental health specialty caseload comprised of 
offenders found Not Guilty by Reason of Mental Disease or Defect and others on supervision with a Major Mental 
Illness. He has mentored 6 interns in the past 3 years who were working towards a Criminal Justice Certificate, including 
one who was recently hired as a Probation/Parole Agent with the Department.  He has had many college students job 
shadow with him over the past several years. He is a Motivational Interviewing Ambassador to the Department. He is a 
member of Abuser Treatment & Monitoring Subcommittee of the Coordinated Community Response to Domestic 
Violence and created a domestic violence education program called Stay Focused on Healthy Relationships. He is 
currently doing an externship at Family Service in the Alternatives to Aggression program, facilitating domestic violence 
groups to a population of clients referred from Deferred Prosecution.  He attends Dane County Forensic Interface where 
law enforcement, corrections, and jail officials, meet with Journey Mental Health – Emergency Services Unit and other 
service providers to discuss ongoing issues with the mentally ill in the criminal justice system.  He received a B.A. with a 
major in Psychology and a M.S. in Counseling, both from UW-Madison. On 7-19-13, he obtained his Professional 
Counseling Training License and is working on getting 3000 clinical hours to be licensed as a Professional Counselor. 
 

Margaret Wienkes (Probation/Parole Agent) attended UW-Platteville and graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science 
degree in Criminal Justice. I was employed as a Loss Prevention Officer and apprehended numerous shoplifters. I also 
worked for a major insurance company handling auto claims.  I began my career with the Department of Corrections as a 
Probation/Parole Agent in Milwaukee where I supervised a wide variety of offenses and backgrounds. Currently, I work 
on the west side of Madison supervising sex offenders on probation, parole or extended supervision in Dane County. I’ve 
participated in CORE team meetings with law enforcement to determine the level of the special bulletin notice (SBN) sex 
offenders. I’ve placed offenders on GPS and alcohol monitoring devices. I conducted Halloween and homeless shelter 
checks. I’ve co-mentored two interns and one became a limited term employee (LTE) Probation/Parole Agent.  Most 
recently, I began working with the special investigation unit (SIU) to closely monitor repeat violent offenders. 

Rich Williams (U.S. Probation Officer, wiwp.uscourts.gov) Mr. Williams has worked in corrections for almost 20 years. 
He started his career with the Wisconsin Department of Corrections as a Probation and Parole Agent in Beloit, 
Wisconsin. While there, he supervised a high risk caseload and wrote presentence reports on defendants who resided in 
a high activity geographical area. Later, he transferred to a Community Corrections office in Madison in order to act as a 
liaison for two certified drug and alcohol facilities that housed approximately 15 offenders. He then took a position as a 
probation officer with the U.S. Probation Office for the Eastern District of Wisconsin, in Milwaukee. In that position, he 
conducted pretrial and post-conviction supervision as well as wrote presentence reports. In 2007, he transferred to the 
U.S. Probation Office for the Western District of Wisconsin and accepted a position as a presentence writer. In 2008, he 
began the duties of the Financial Investigation Specialist which required him to complete the presentence investigations 
in complicated financial cases.  He was recently promoted to the position of Sentencing Guideline Specialist which 
requires him to provide guidance to other officers regarding changes in relevant case law and the computation of the 
U.S. Sentencing Guidelines.  

Sir Williams (UW Law School, Director of Admissions) works with the Admissions Office team to recruit highly qualified, 
diverse and interesting prospective students to UW Law School’s entering class. Before beginning his career in law 
school administration, Sir served as a Special Prosecutor in the Dane County District Attorney’s Office here in Madison. 



Sir graduated from UW Law School in 2011 with dual concentrations in Criminal Law and Family Law. During law school, 
he served as a Remington Center student attorney (Family Law Project, Prosecution Project), a Submissions Editor for 
the Wisconsin Journal of Law, Gender, and Society, and as a Student Ambassador. 


